A Guide to Scholarships

How to Prepare:
· Find information early
· Determine purpose and amount of scholarship
· Requirements/qualifications
· Nomination (if necessary)
· Paperwork (consider your audience)
· Make sure grammar and wording are correct, don’t use contractions!

Where to Find:
· Check local organizations, professional affiliations, or businesses
· Coca-cola
· American Woman’s Society of CPA’s
· Check your college
· Foundation
· Financial Aid office
· Disability resources
· Phi Theta Kappa
· Fastweb.com

Scholarship Searches:
· Gender
· Ethnicity
· Religion
· Subject or major specific
· City/State/Region
· Disabilities
· Need based
· Academic/merit based
· Organizations
· Associations
· Clubs

Opportunities by Region:
· www.collegescholarships.org
· www.pheaa.org in Pennsylvania
· www.njccc.org/transferschol.htm in New Jersey
· www.umuc.edu/financialaid/escholarships/ccsp/maryland.shtml plus 16 colleges in Maryland

Check your destination college/university website:
· Department or program of interest
· Financial Aid department
· Alumni Association
· Partners of college
· Do your research!!!

Other online resources:
· www.ptk.org
· www.Jackkentcookfoundation.org
· www.hsf.net (Hispanic Scholarship Fund)
· www.fastweb.com
· www.brokescholar.com (JP Morgan)
· www.collegefish.org
· www.collegeboard.com/pay

Phi Theta Kappa Scholarships:
· Transfer
· First Year:
· National Dean’s list
· Leader’s of Promise
· Coca-cola
· Second Year:
· All USA
· Guistwhite
· New Century Scholars
· Jack Kent Cook

Requirements:
· Need an essay?
· Provide “heart” of application
· Resume or theme based?
· Find right recommendations
· Need, merit, or community based?
· Provide emphasis and build credibility
· Show how others see you
· Provide time, details, and “materials” for mailing
· Don’t forget thank you letters
· Draft it first!  Make sure you proofread carefully!!!

Essay:
· Think before you write
· Stand out
· Show, don’t tell!!!
· Develop a theme
· Write for audience
· Watch word count
· Make it neat and legible
· Proofread!!!!
· Grab their attention, but don’t be too creative in the telling

Build personal file early:
· Academic accomplishments
· Athletic accomplishments
· Awarded scholarships
· Contests and competitions
· Community service
· Extracurricular activities/clubs/organizations
· Awards and honors
· Publications


Work on your transfer application at www.commonapp.org.  If you fill out one application, you can then send it out to multiple schools.
